
Central Council Minutes December 16th 2015  
 
Meeting was called to order by Linda Kreisman at 9.35am. A motion was made to approve the 
November minutes, motion was seconded and minutes were approved.  
 
All representatives were reminded to email minutes to the recording secretary.  
 
Linda Kreisman and Daniella Simon reported from their meeting with Dr. Marino. New 
legislation, the ESSA act has been introduced giving more power back to the states. The current 
testing of grades 3 through 8 is federal so will not be going away. Teacher evaluation changes 
are being voted on next week. The district has put in for a waiver this year again. On the whole 
changes seem to be moving things in a positive direction. Opting out is still very important. A 
new organizational charge will be actioned tonight at the Board of Education meeting in light of 
Dr. Weber's impending retirement. Some discussion followed with regard to new hiring etc. 
Newly created positions will be Executive School Business Administrator and Director of 
Instruction and Administrative Technology.  
 
John Roblin was welcomed to the meeting to speak on the Endowment Fund and the grant 
process in particular. Comedy night and Arts Below Sunrise are the Endowment Fund's two 
main fundraising events. The Fund's purpose is to raise money to give out grants. Grants are 
supposed to be for new and innovative items not covered by any budget item. One example 
given was the new greenhouse at the Middle school. This project has been very successful and 
will now be covered by the budget. The fund is not something that can be used for individual 
students, full details can be found on the website and the grant application is available there. 
Help is also available to complete applications and calls are welcomed. All initial ideas must be 
vetted by the principal and it then goes through the head of curriculum and then Dr. Weber. If 
there are any questions please just ask. Mr. Roblin was thanked for attending by Linda 
Kreisman.  
 
Dr. Marino was welcomed and gave his Superintendant’s report detailing the recent legislation 
ESSA and what these changes will mean to the district. On the plus side more power is being 
returned back to the states but we cannot be sure what will happen until the Governors state 
of state speech. Grades three through eight assessments will continue one more year with 
Pearson then five more years with Questar. It seems to be moving in the right direction but we 
won't really know until the dust settles. The board has received info from the staff at Ogden 
with regard to the need for a social worker on this has been added to the budget. There is an 
issue with infrastructure with regard to IT and with Dr. Weber retiring in summer a new 
organizational chart has been prepared. We need to address our technology issues with a new 
position which was previously under Dr. Weber. The new structure flattens the organization 
with an executive school business administrator and a new technology position. Deputy 
superintendent position and curriculum will be together. Kevin Bayen’s position is to be refilled 
too. Postings will be sent out at the start of the new year to allow lots of time to find the right 
candidates. Dr. Marino was thanked for his time. 
  



Linda Kreisman and Daniella Simon reported that following recent enquiries about students 
learning script and keyboarding they had been informed that there are no plans to teach these 
subjects in class as they are not required by common core. It had been suggested that Hewlett 
Elementary PTA may like to run an optional class on the weekends. Discussion followed as to 
whether the two should be in taught in school curriculum etc. Following recent enquiries about 
school nurse availability it was reported that we have nurses available in every building. NY 
rules state only one is required in district. There should be a substitute available but this is not 
always possible in which situation the nurse from the closest school serves as back up. In any 
emergency 911 will be called. The National PTA annual conference will take place in Arlington, 
VA next year.  
 
Treasurer reported that we currently have a balance of $3338 with no monies due.  
 
Sandee Leonhard was unable to attend but Cultural Arts reports that currently all schools 
concerts are taking place and well attended and the Gallery One show is running.  
 
Debi Sheinin was unable to attend but reported for Health and Safety that all drills have been 
run successfully and Flu safety posters are now up in all the schools.  
 
Scholarship cards are available and make a nice holiday thank you. The Night of Comedy for 
endowment fund is coming up and tickets are still available. 
 
Stephanie DeCicco reported that the venue for the Installation dinner has raised the price by $5 
per person. Since we only made just over ten dollars per person last year it seems we will have 
to raise ticket price to $60. Total made last year was $7100 with a good turnout and very 
successful raffle. It was suggested that if we are raising the ticket price it should include a raffle 
ticket. There followed some discussion as to PTA involvement with buying members tickets. 
Linda stated that the Executive board can be paid for though it does not have to be. Everyone 
on the executive board should be present. PTA can buy tickets for members if there is hardship 
but monies should be for students. 
 
Stephanie DeCicco reported for the High school: 
Hewlett High School – PTA meeting 12/14/15 Minutes 
 
Attendance:  Please see attached sheet 
 
Membership report: As of last month we received 10 more memberships. Last month we had 
170 families and 30 staff as members 
 
Treasurer report: Please see attached reports for the HS and the Senior night balances and 
activity 
 
Co- Presidents report: They just welcomed everyone to the meeting, thanked everyone for 
coming, and started committee reports. 



 
Fundraising and Donations: $3,800 has been raised so much for the fundraising committee 
 
Central Council: The next meeting is on Wednesday the 16th.  At the last meeting overall issues 
were discussed which included wife issues in all the buildings, narcon administration (not 
currently done here, but all first responders have it), the idea of cursive being put back in the 
curriculum and election day issues with school being open. 
 
Curriculum: The majority of the meeting was held my Mr. Viegas, the director of physical 
education, health and athletics.  He spoke about the new website, HWBulldogs.com.  He spoke 
about how it is much more user friendly and up to date.  Parents can sign up for notifications 
and alerts based on what ever sport their child are on.  It has user-friendly maps etc.  He also 
spoke about the new concussion protocol and how eventually all sports students will have a 
baseline done so if they get a head injury changes to the baseline can be noted.  This is all done 
via the computer. 
 
Shared Decision Meeting:  The meeting is today 12/14 where they will discuss attendance 
policy (especially period 1 and 2), homework policy for upper level classes, and during 
vacations, and cyber safety 
 
SEPTA:  It was reported although their forums are well attended but overall involvement is low.  
A local district gave up their SEPTA and we do not want that to happen here. They do a lot for 
all the students not just special ed but general ed as well.  Please use Amazon Smile and select 
SEPTA as your charity of choice.  Also there is the Morgan Brodwin scholarship fund that is a 
great place to make a holiday donation. 
 
Senior Night: So far about 70 families have paid their senior dues.  They still need a house for 
pre prom.  It was brought up having pre prom at the school but Dr. Fulton explained that due to 
insurance and other costs it is not possible. 
 
HWPSEF: It was reported that they are looking into dates for next year for Arts Below Sunrise, 
and they plan to do it in conjunction with Trinity church.  They also spoke about Comedy Night, 
which is on Friday January 29 at Bridgeview.  Please come join us for a great night of comedy.  
 
Faculty Representative:  The new rep is an art teacher, his name is Mr. Cherskin.  He spoke 
about yearbook, and how they are having a workshop for parents doing ads in January.  He also 
said that they are showing the movie Education Inc., on January 5th at 7PM in the HHS 
auditorium.  Please spread the word about this powerful movie about the relationship of high 
finance and public schools. 
 
Principals report:  Dr. Fulton reminded us of all the important upcoming dates, and concert 
dates.  The concert chorale does their holiday tour on the 22nd.  On February 1, Josh Ox is doing 
two student assemblies and a parent assembly on social media.  In addition looking into having 



the district attorney come and speak to the kids that do not see the assembly.  Right now 
thinking grades 9/10 will see Josh Ox during the day, and others can come in the evening.. 
 
Important dates: BOE Budget meeting 6:30, followed by Regular meeting at 8 on Wednesday 
December 16th. 
December 18th progress reports are on Portal. 
January 7th HHS Financial aid night 
January 12th Curriculum night 
January 21st Naviance Night 
March 30th NCJW having a forum on college campus safety  
 
The next HHS PTA meeting is on 1/11/16,  
 
Shelly Bernstein reported for SEPTA: 
Septa Report Dec 07, 2015 

 Fundraising Phone Wallets are in and are selling great. WMS Parent/Teacher Conf. we 

made app. $580.00.   

 Scholarship & Amazon Smile Flyers were sent to print shop for distribution. 

Paint Night will be on Feb 25, 2016.  

 Forums LIPC  Sp Ed A to Z Preparing for your CPSE/CSE Meeting will be on Jan 11, 2016.  

Mon. May 2, 2016 2E Movie and Panel Presentation @ WMS Auditorium. 

 BB : HHS Ms Cornells class has a Banner Making Machine. Looking to purchase vinyl 

sheets and supplies and she will have her class make us a new BB Banner. Still waiting 

on WMS & HHS on their donation request. WMS  Mrs Mauceri is also is looking for a 

donation to buy art supplies for her class.  

Jaime Marcus reported for Woodmere Middle School: 
WMS PTA Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, December 10, 2015 - 9:30 am 

 
Special Guest:  Dr. Brian Terry-Science Chair spoke about the outdoor environmental center 
and took the PTA on a tour explaining the details of the center. Dr. Terry also mentioned that 
NY State is currently reviewing the standards for science and has sent out a survey to all 
schools. The survey closes February 5th , then there will be recommendations and 
implementations.  Eric Scott (custodian) received Nassau BOCES award.  Math, social studies 
and art teachers, in addition to science teachers, have been using the greenhouse.  Looking into 
a butterfly garden. 
 



Presidents' Report-Christi Pritzker & Shari Braverman 
• Spirit Wear Committee and volunteers were thanked, and sales to date are $2,420. 
• Holiday boutique organizers and volunteers were thanked, sales totaled $917. 
• 7th Grade Science Fair took place on December 4th 
• Members asked to consider a tax-deductible contribution to the PTA of $25.00. 

 
Important WMS Dates: 

• Grade 8 Career Day - Friday, December 11th 
• Geography Bee - Tuesday, December 15th, 8:30 am in the Library 
• Grade 7 Winter Concert - Tuesday, December 15th, 7:30 pm at Hewlett High School 
• Grade 8 Theater Presentations to ELA Classes - Wednesday, December 16th 
• Grade 8-9 Music Parents Orientation – Thursday, December 17th, 6:45 at Hewlett High 

School 

• Grade 8 Winter Concert - Thursday, December 17th, 7:30 pm at Hewlett High School 
• Grade 8 Science Fair - Friday, December 18th, parent viewing from 9:30-10:45 am 
•   Grade 6 World Language Placement Preference due Friday, December 18th 

 
District News: 

• Gallery One Exhibit is now on display at WEC 
• Board of Education Budget Session – Wednesday, December 16th, 6:30-7:30 pm at WEC  
• Board of Education Regular Meeting - Wednesday, December 16th at 8:00 pm at WEC 
• No School – Thursday, December 24th through Monday January 4th 
•   Community screening & discussion of Education Inc., Tuesday, January 5th, 7pm HHS 

 
Treasurer's Report- Income/Expense shows overall total income of $8,658.16 from September 
through December 9th, but there are outstanding expenses like Cultural Arts. 
 
Faculty Representatives:  Ms. Melissa Gildin & Ms. Nicole Emerson were not in attendance. 
 
HW Public Library: Teen Advisory Committee, Teen Movie Nights - Monday Dec. 28th (6:30 pm) 
& Tuesday Dec. 29th (6:30 pm) 
 
Committee Chair Reports: 

• Cultural Arts:  Grade 7-Chemistry Show (Jan. 15th), All grades--Right to Dream (Feb. 
11th) is a multi-media show. 

• Box Tops:  Please send in all year! 
• Membership:  Please join PTA, only $10 per family, all committee chairs must join.  

Donation letters to be provided soon.  
• Reports:   
Central Council,  
There is $3,338 in a account. Thursday’s performance of the HHS show The  Sound of  
Music donated all ticket proceeds to the Scholarship fund. All school s are up to date with 
their drills.  



Many schools are not applying for their grants from the Endowment fund.  There is 
currently no venue for Comedy night.  Dr. Marino spoke about the WIFI issues at WMS, the 
BOE is looking into hiring consultants to deal with the band width issues, this is a district-
wide issue.  Some schools are asking staff not to stream videos.  The ELA chair will discuss 
the questions raised about teaching cursive at the next Curriculum meeting.   Narcan is not 
currently in the nurses offices, Dr. Marino is exploring the issue and talking with the nurses.  
EMTs and police do carry Narcan. 
 
With regard to the WiFi issues, Dr. Bauer stated that consultants are coming in over the 
break, and there is hope that there may be an easy fix with regard to access points. 
 
Curriculum 
Mr. Viegas (Athletic Director) reported that the new website (www.hwbulldogs.com) has 
improved communication.  Parents can sign up for alerts for particular teams, and will 
receive notification of game time/location changes.  Discussed concussion management--
coaches make evaluation on the field, piloting ImPact testing (assessment of mental ability 
before season begins with pre-season baseline testing) with boys and girls high school 
lacrosse in March 2016, post-injury testing (within 24-48 hours of an injury) will be 
compared to baseline test to determine if a player may be cleared to return to playing, 
ImPact testing for all sports starting September 2016, no cost and $1 fee for baseline test 
and $4 post injury test but district insurance will pick up the costs; Working toward getting 
sensors for helmets. 
 
Looking at video conferences in classrooms which can be used for staff development (cost 
may be shared with other districts) and virtual field trips.  Also looking at initiatives for 
struggling learners. 
 
Health & Safety 
Elections were discussed regarding security concerns. There was an early dismissal drill the 
last day before the Thanksgiving break which went well, although some children were not 
picked up until 4pm. The 6th graders are being dismissed at the end of the day a few 
minutes earlier then the other grades to make the hallways a little less crowded. 

 
Shared Decision Making-There will be a National Junior Honor Society induction ceremony 
in May.  Dr. Bauer will be putting together and sending out a WMS Climate survey to 
parents, faculty and students to get a pulse on the general feeling of how the school is 
perceived by all 3 groups. PTA has requested that four core class teachers  (rather than 3) 
can be met at Parent Teacher conferences. This scheduling issue is being looked at. There is 
a connectivity issue with Chrome Books.  
 
Wellness and District Math Committees have not met since the last PTA meeting.  Ellen 
Vaknine will be the WMS Math Committee representative. 
 



SEPTA:  Membership dues are $10/family. Next meeting is Tuesday, Jan.12th at 10 am at 
WEC.  

  
Discussion:  Question about the time that the front doors are locked after the bell has rung.  

Dr. Bauer will look into this. 
 
Discussion:  Donation by WMS PTA to Art & Music Field Trip--fund is a worthy cause but 

concerns were raised that the benefit is to specific students and not to the student body 
as a whole.   No decision was reached. 

 
Principals' Report: Dr. Al Bauer –Beginning January 15 the 8th grade will be seeing 
presentations by each department at the High School and scheduling will begin. After that 6th 
and 7th grade scheduling will be done including world languages.  8th-9th grade orientation will 
be February 2nd. 
 
The 7th grade is studying the Revolutionary War and 1 team will be doing a time capsule while 
the other team is using qr codes.  7th grade World Languages have worked on poems and 
created beautiful art work. On January 14th there will be a Spelling Bee. 
 
Next Meeting:  Thursday, January 7th at 9:30 am 
 

Susette Preziosi reported for Ogden Elementary School: 
Central Council -OGDEN PTA AGENDA- December 9, 2015 

Announcements 

 The December Issue of the Bulldog News was amazing.  We are so proud of the work 
that has gone into the publication of our newspaper.  Our students continue to impress 
us. 

 Ogden Literacy Night met the evening of November 24.  There was a nice turnout.  The 
students and families had a great night.  There were many exciting workshops and the 
PTA supplied the Oreo cookie turkey dessert. 

 Irvin Simon Pictures were distributed to the students.  They looked fantastic!  Picture 
retake day and club pictures will be taken on January 8th.   

 Whistle Stop Pie Fundraiser- was a success! Thanks to all that bought.  We made a profit 
of $400.00. Thanks to Randi Goodman for organizing. 

 Ogden’s PTA book fair was last week. The book fair was open Thursday night and on 
Friday morning during conferences.   We thank our volunteers as always.  Profit amount 
is not available yet. 

 Our 1st Holiday boutique was a great success! We made a profit of $843.00.  The kids 
were so excited and we look forward to planning it again next year.  Thanks to Lisa Ruta 
for organizing and all our volunteers that made it through the fast paced day! 



 PTA ordered a new shirt and sweatshirt this fall and added sizes to our already existing 
spirit wear.  We spent $1,555 on our new order and we sold $1,265.00 in spirit wear 
during conferences.   

 The 5th graders had their Fall Bake Sale.  The profits from the Bake Sale will go toward 
the 5th grade trip.  Money raised will bring down the price for the trip, so we encouraged 
5th grade families to send in items to sell.  The 5th grade made $491.00. We believe that 
was the most they have made in a while. 

 On December 14th, Ogden had their winter concert. Parents were invited, the students 
sounded wonderful. 

 Yearbook is underway!  The Baby Picture Flyer went home this week.  

 The front hallway is magical and inviting with celebrations from around the world.  We 
are so excited of the contributions from the Ogden families.  Families were invited to 
send in any artifacts or decorations from their holidays.   On December 23, families will 
be sending in foods that represent their culture or holidays for a Holiday Around the 
World Celebration.   

 Ogden Art Auction- will be March 16, 2016.  A proposal from the committee has been 
submitted and plans are in progress. 

 

Cultural Arts- Mad Hot Ballroom instructors have met with the 4th grade teachers for the 

preliminary meeting.  They will begin the first week back in January.  The 4th grade children 

have had their Bullying prevention workshop. (Mr. Stolz) our faculty rep reported that it was 

satisfactory.  Perhaps look into something different for next year. 

 

Membership- We have 258 members-  

  

Committee Reports- Health & Safety- discussed lock-outs with faculty 

Shared Decision Making- the Holidays Around the World was discussed. SEPTA, Central Council 

 

Principal’s Report- Dr. Anzalone was out sick; Mrs. Murray took part in our meeting.  I spoke to Dr. 

Anzalone yesterday and she has expressed to everyone how the Ogden students have really enjoyed 

the front corridor and how inviting it is.  The faculty also took part in decorating; they have painted 

the windows around the school in winter scenes and made 3-D snowflakes that hang all around the 

school.  They are also displayed in the cafetorium for our winter concert. 

 



Our next meeting will be on Thursday, January14th at 7:00 pm. 

 
Michele Morgan reported for Hewlett Elementary School: 
HES PTA central council Meeting  
 
The external review has been completed at Hewlett Elementary.  The records were well 
organized and appeared to be complete.  The books will be reconciled each month at the PTA 
meeting and was done by Christie Pritzker yesterday to be sure all was in order. 
 
The executive committee met with Nassau Region & NYS PTA at their request and we reviewed 
various items and will continue to work with them.  
 
Teacher rep Mrs Bialt  spoke about each grade and what they are working on.   
 
Principals report. 

 Our 1st family Literacy night was Dec. 1  65 attendees.  13 teachers helping out with 
workshops.  There were four different workshops offered on genres.  We got great 
feedback. 

 Last Monday student council went on their trip to Dee’s Nursery for operation holiday 
cheer. Mrs. Maltz and Mrs. Hargreaves took student council and 31 students on trip 
where vets spoke to kids.  Trees were sent as gifts to the troops.  News 12 featured a 
district child.  After Dee’s, the kids went to DHL hanger at JFK.  Mrs. Pensak met the 
children at Dee’s as she helped start the project.   

  Winter Concert Dec 10 4&5 Grade -morning concert where chorus, orchestra, and band 
performed. Overwhelming turnout from parents. 

  Parent Teacher Conferences Dec. 10 Eve. & Dec. 11 Day- student council sold donated 
items conferences went well 

  Hour of code started last week. Letters went home with sign in for students encourage 
them to take part. 

  Caps program is planned for January steer clear of bullies for 3 rd grade. Safety rules 
program for 2 grade.  

 Spirit day Friday -Dec. 18 

 Upcoming book club Jan 14.  Books will be available at library. 

 Steam night January  28. 
 
 Treasurer Report: The budget is being prepared with the help of Nassau Region and be 
presented for a vote at our January meeting. 

 

 Book fair 2,993.45 profit from book fair. Lots of hard work 

 Cultural Arts  Author visits being arranged. Lauren Tarsus I survived series. Reaching out 
 



 5th Grade Committee met yesterday. Discussed fundraising for trip. Need help. Bigger 
trip this year planned costs more. PTA donates 17 per student. 73 dollars left to pay.  
Would like to only charge the parents 50 per child. 
 

 Fundraising Miss chocolate fundraiser was successful.  A profit of  $2,993 was made.  
 Tues March 8 will be our auction. Still soliciting items for gift baskets.  
 

 Health & Safety Fire drill today. Shelter drill next week. Everything smooth. Next safety 
meet January 
 

 LEAP will not be run in the traditional way.  It will be run differently this year due to 
master scheduling conflicts.  Instead of running LEAP through PTA, the children will be 
occupied with other activities through the school.  PTA will donate games and activities 
for the children to play with in addition to the planned activities to help keep them 
entertained on indoor recess days. Valentine's for Veterans will still be run through 
LEAP. 

 

 Membership total 357 family members. Teacher 35. 
 

 Shared Decision Making-. Literacy ideas for summer discussed to address summer slide. 
Possible trial run in February. Talked about buddy bench and its purpose. School wide 
program like that involving teachers, bus drivers,  aides etc  
 

 Yearbook All due January 8. 
 
Next HES PTA Meeting Jan. 19 at 7pm changed to night meeting 
 
Elena Gitlin reported for Franklin Early Childhood Center: 
 
FECC Central Council Agenda 
December, 2015 
 
Past Events: 
 
11/10/15: Cultural Arts Assembly: Native American Story Tellers. 
 
12/8/15-12/11/15: as expected, FECC Book Fair was a huge success.  Official numbers are 
pending, however our committee assures us that our earnings are comparable with years' past. 
 
Book Fair Committee: ran our first ever All For Books Coin Challenge which raised close to 
$1400.00. 
 



FECC students were asked to bring in small donations of, "spare change."  All funds collected 

will go toward purchasing books from our book fair to be donated not only to our FECC library, 

but also to The Book Fairies organization in Freeport that distributes books to children in need 

throughout Long Island and Metropolitan New York.   

 

Our online book fair will run after the completion of our December fair to give families an 

opportunity to purchase books that may have sold out or if they didn't have a chance to shop 

during the daytime book fair. 

 

12/10/15-12/11/15: Parent Teacher Conferences day and evening hosted by PTA with spirit and 

bake sales. Very successful bake sale and annual holiday boutique. 

 

Upcoming Events:  

 

12/23/15: FECC NYE Dress Up Celebration: PTA will provide volunteers to set up cafeterias and 

gym with NYE decorations and confetti.  Kids will be supplied with party favors to add to the 

festivities. DJ hired by the PTA will ensure the kids will have a memorable celebration. 

 

Other happenings: 

 

Yearbook Committee: order packets for yearbooks have been distributed to our first grade 

families. Our committee is looking into an online payment option for parents- to be 

determined.  

 

Health and Safety: it is a well known, longstanding issue for our students at FECC to find enough 

time to finish their lunches at school. This was brought up at the most recent health and safety 

meeting. PTA has offered to look into purchasing count down clocks for students to help them 

track their time during lunch.  

 

It has also been noticed that when students arrive at lunch with their coats in preparation for 

outdoor recess they do not have a designated place for their coats. This results in their coats 

being thrown onto the cafeteria floor while they eat. PTA will be looking into the cost of "safe" 

hooks to purchase for FECC to be placed on the walls of the cafeteria, possibly labeled with 

teacher's names to offer kids a place to hang their coats while they eat. 

 

Proposed idea for FECC: Family Directory, also could be possible fundraiser. 

 

Linda Kreisman and Daniella Simon thanked all for attending and closed the meeting. 
 

 



 

 

 
 


